
ROADS & DRAINAGE SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
Notes from Meeting at Pittwater Council Thursday 30.07.15 
 
Attendees: Pittwater Council – Paul Davies, James Phan, Paul Cook, Mark Salvaterra (part of 
meeting); SIRA – Cass Gye, Sharon Kinnison, Tim Jacobs 
 
Purpose of Meeting:  

 Review Capital Improvement Program(CIP) Schedule 2016/17 plus ongoing 

 Discuss other road repair issues 
 

1. Capital Improvement Program  
Paul Davies distributed the updated CIP Schedule of Works. Current year priority would be 
to progress pit reconstruction at sites K, L, M, N, and O on Richard Road near the Bells 
Wharf area (currently underway) and site G in Robertson Road. 
 
The 2016/17 schedule addresses pit reconstruction at sites I, J, and P in Richard Road, and 
S on Thompson Street. 
 
Each of these annual programs includes a provision for pre-survey and design of future 
projects in the rolling program. The schedule will be reviewed annually. 
 
Expenditure based on the Special Rates Variation levy would be: 
 2015/16 - $112,989 
 2016/17 - $116,491 
 2017/18 - $120,102 
 
The Special Rates Variation levy system ends in 2017/18. New arrangements would have to 
be made for future funding of the program 
 
The CIP budget is separate to the $285,000 grant funding for storm damage rectification 
works and the regular maintenance budget. Paul Davies had no knowledge of the status of 
the “$1million” that had been mentioned in discussions with Mark Ferguson and Rob 
Stokes and it was outside his area of responsibility. 
 
The program 2018/19 – 2025/26 is indicative only, outside the current terms of the CIP 
Special Rates Variation levy budget and costings are pre-survey and pre-design estimates.  
 

2. Other Road Issues 
 

2.1 Permanent Council Works Depot on the Island 
Paul Davies advised that the scale and logistical complexity of works required for road 
improvement projects on the Island ruled out the current approach as impractical and 
inefficient, especially where major works were being considered. He and his staff were 
now working on the design of a more sophisticated works system for projects, based 
on the creation of a semi-permanent Works Depot to be used for the location and 
storage of road plant, concrete batching equipment, machinery and materials. 
 



This more systematic approach would need to include an access ramp at Cargo Wharf 
to enable plant and large volumes of materials to be brought onto the Island. 
 
Paul Davies advised that it could cost $300,000-$400,000 to establish a Works Depot.  
If this cannot be achieved work will continue to be carried out in a small scale way. 
 
The required size and preferred location of the proposed Depot had not been resolved. 
Sites proximate to Catherine Park, behind the Fireshed and/or any public land in that 
general vicinity were being evaluated. It was expected to take about 3 months to 
develop the Depot design package. The Depot would be appropriately screened and 
secured.  Paul confirmed that, once established, the Works Depot would remain to 
facilitate the current and future roads program which could be up to 10 years. 
 
Paul Davies agreed that once site options had been evaluated and discussed for the 
proposed Works Depot, there would be further consultation with SIRA 
 

2.2 Hairpin Bend 
Paul Davies advised that a design and construction process/program was being 
prepared for the hairpin bend.  It would require major works to achieve a permanent 
solution in the form of a concrete road surface and a gradient not greater than 1 in 4. 
The scale of works would indicatively need to see the road closed for 7 – 9 months. 
 
He observed that the matter of the consultation process proposed by Mark Ferguson 
towards the declaration of the track as a “road opening through a reserve” was a 
separate issue and not in his field of responsibility. 
 

2.3 Interim Works, Hairpin Bend 
SIRA representatives raised the question of the urgent need for some level of interim 
works on the hairpin bend to ease the current problems of restricted access, 
reinstatement of the Community Vehicle service and emergency and other services. 
Paul Davies advised Council’s inspection determined that the hairpin bend had 
degraded to the point that any temporary improvements would not last and it was 
impractical to divert staff time and resources for a very short term repair.  
 
He offered that there was more benefit in progressing with plans to rebuild the hairpin 
bend properly and continuing with the CIP program works. He also said that if the 
hairpin bend was on the mainland it would be closed due to its degraded condition.  
 

Recommendations by Council Staff to Senior Management: 

 Develop the Works Depot proposal and consult with SIRA and the community 

 Build the Works Depot 

 Complete design and construction process/program for the hairpin bend  

 Undertake priorities identified in the CIP Schedule as funds permit  

 Carry out regular maintenance of the Island’s road system 


