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From the president
This has been a very difficult year due to Covid restrictions, which have meant that a lot of events planned
have had to be cancelled or postponed. However, work on a number of a projects has been undertaken this
year, including major road projects, a new community vehicle, community activities such as the Two
Catherines cafe, a new pump improving water supply, work on Bell and Carols wharves, and NBN supply. 

This short presentation summarises some of the most important activities of the SIRA Committee and
Subcommittees this year. For the official annual report, including all Financial Tables and formal requirements,
go to the SIRA website at www.scotland.island.org.au.



FINANCE AND INSURANCEFINANCE AND INSURANCE  
 

Tim Turpin – Treasurer
Boyd Attewell - Accountant 
Colin Haskell
Sharon Kinnison
Brian Rodgers
 Through the financial year 2020/21 SIRA’s annual turnover

increased by $30,288 compared to the previous year, rising
from $130,544 in 2019/21 to $160,832 in 2020/21. 
This was mainly due to the activities of the Recreation Club
and Café (turnover of $18,751) and appreciation and
interest for SIRA’s investment in Australian Ethical Fund
(AEI). 
Total value of SIRA's AEI at 30 June 2021 was $147, 614. 
Supply of emergency water remained the largest
component of turnover (60%). Financial turnover for
emergency water through 2020/21 was $96,809, slightly
lower than the $103,452 for the previous financial year. 

Key points: 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE 



COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS
 

CB Floyd -  Team Leader
Shane O'Neill - Social Media 
Alec Beckett  - website and IT
Sharon Kinnison
Gail MacKenzie 
Lisa Ratcliff 
Juliet Wills
 

OVER 70 SIRA News emails have gone out over
the year, informing residents of island, Council, NBN
and Ausgrid events that impact them. Now they are
available to view on the website. 
Website updates have been made to to QuickLinks
bar and other sections. Updates are ongoing.
www.scotlandisland.org.au
Scotland Island Residents and Scotland Island and
Offshore Community page now monitored by a
volunteer team. 
Work planned next year on progress chart for major
projects for the website. 

Key points: 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE 

The new Quicklinks bar



RECREATION CLUB & HALLSRECREATION CLUB & HALLS
 

Robyn Iredale -  Team Leader
CB Floyd - arts/culture 
Roy Baker - physical activities
Sharon Kinnison
Melinda Ham - cafe management
Shane O'Neill
Natalie Page - Hall management
Lucy Gregg - Hall management
 

The former Kindy, now the Recreation Centre,
can be booked for workshops, meetings and
more. Waiting for further work on the space
from NBC.
Recreation Club regular activities include: table
tennis, the cafe, folk dancing, Young Musicians
concerts and more.
The popular bi-monthly Two Catherines cafe,
ably managed by Melinda Ham, has provided
employment for ten teenagers and  barista
training for three, buys cakes from island
bakers, and offers a venue for art and craft
stalls. 
The Festival of Making in April 2021 was very
successful and included a popular exhibition,
stalls, workshops, buskers, salsa dancing and a
writer's tent. 
The Island Race was held in May 2021. 
Two Newcomer's Welcome Sessions
(Rosemary Haskell and Gail MacKenzie) were
held over the year. 

Key points: 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE 



VISION & STRATEGYVISION & STRATEGY
 

Marie Minslow-  Team Leader
Sharon Kinnison
Shane O'Neill
Gail MacKezie
Sue Armstrong
Bill Gye
Brian Rodgers
 
 

A vision statement was delayed by
COVID but community consultation took
place over the last SIRA term.
No changes were proposed during the
community consultation process. 
The vision statement can be viewed on
the Scotland Island website under SIRA
News.

Key points: 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE 



WHARVES WORKING GROUPWHARVES WORKING GROUP
 

Alec Beckett -Team Leader
Plus interested local residents on
each wharf as issues arise

 Bell and Carols upgrade design
completed.
New railings and ladder installations are
in place. 
Further work on the pontoons will occur
at Carols in January and February 2022
and at Bell during March and April. 
Vessels will be assigned a bay once
pontoons are installed. Existing and new
wharf users will be required to pay a fee.
NBC have recently proposed a fee
structure and are asking for community
feedback. They can be viewed at
https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov
.au/tie-up-mooring-fees-for-bells-and-
carols-wharves. 

Key points: 

THE WORKING GROUP



ROADS, DRAINAGE &ROADS, DRAINAGE &
ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT  

 
Sharon Kinnison - Team Leader
Cass Gye
Brian Rodgers 
Tim Turpin
Colin Haskell
Graeme Crayford (retired August 2021)

 

The committee has advocated for a budget to
deliver a fully functional Ring Road.
Capital works completed include Richard road
stone edging and management of stormwater
flows.
The Traffic Management Plan was delayed by
TfNSW for a review of the island road system
and formal documentation of requirements
specific for buggy registration. This is still a high
priority.
Catherine Park seawall was restored. 
Plans for Catherine Park include a plan for
mobility parking and short-term pick up and drop
off (due 2021); a landscape plan and facility blitz
(due 2022) and an application for a second grant
for invasive weed control/habitat restoration after
the first successful grant of $5000 was fully used. 

Key points: 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE 



WATER & WASTEWATERWATER & WASTEWATER  
 

Fabienne Hautefeuille-  Team Leader
Cass Gye
Sharon Kinnison
Steve York
Basil Daher
Guyren Smith 
Marie Minslow 
Colin Haskell 

 

NBC completed a feasibility study for Scotland
Island Wastewater Systems - i.e town water and
sewerage. The top option was costed for capital
costs. 
SIRA met with Minister Pavey who requested
that Sydney Water study the Report. 
A response is expected in 2021. 
Challenges include the cost of the system to
residents and the fact that Sydney Water have
tried to remove the project from their operating
license. 
Upon the release of the draft Greater Sydney
Metro Water Strategy, SIRA will need to make a
submission and ask that NBC also make a
submission. Individual submissions will also be
encouraged. 

Key points: 

THE SUBCOMMITTEE 



EMERGENCY WATEREMERGENCY WATER  
 

Brian Rodgers - Team Leader
Tim Turpin
Colin Haskell
Boyd Attewell 

 

The installation of a new pump at Bell has been the
most significant upgrade of the Emergency Water
system in years. 
The pump was installed to solve the issue of inadequate
mains water pressure to the top of the island, but has
resulted in a solution that delivers approximately 5000
litres per hour to all Line 1, 2 and 3 standpipes. This
represents much improved water delivery. 
The new pump conforms to NSW EPA requirements on
residential noise and only operates from 7 am to 10 pm
weekdays and 8 am to 10 pm weekends. 
Further improvements in the booking system are
expected in the near future, including any user being
able to make a water booking for any available slot,
regardless of the Line they are on.
Monitoring of water usage compared with rainfall are
shown in the graph. We can see that water usage was
highest during the drought (year ending June 2018). The
graph also shows a general increase in the current year
compared to previous higher rainfall periods. 

Key points: 

THE WORKING GROUP



WASTE MANAGEMENTWASTE MANAGEMENT
 

Marie Minslow - Team Leader
Cass Gye
Colin Haskell
James Dobbie
Sharon Kinnison
Jessica McGowan 

 

Repeated requests for an improved waste
collection service have not resulted in an
improvement in waste collections. 
SIRA has requested an annual e-waste
collection, quarterly vegetation collections,
additional fine fuel collections and signs on the
public wharves regarding the acceptable items
to be disposed of in the skip bins. 
COVID lockdowns and the increasing amounts
of builder's waste in the skip bins are putting
pressure on the capacity of these bins. 
Residents are encouraged to reduce domestic
waste through composting and recyling. SIRA
plans to facilitate workshops in the future. 

Key points: 

THE WORKING GROUP



COMMUNITY LIFECOMMUNITY LIFE

Indigenous History Workshop 

The Island Race: participants take off!

The Knitting Circle at the Festival of Making June and Amber selling works
at  the Festival of Making

John Travers
performing at the

Festival of Making

Outdoor yoga at the Festival of Making

Stalls at the Festival of Making



COMMUNITY LIFECOMMUNITY LIFE

The Two Catherines Cafe

Table tennis at the Community Hall

The Feast for Freedom team

Island Race contestants

Hamlet in the Park

Newcomers Welcome

Nettie Lodge being presented with the plaque for her
murals in the park



Please see the full Annual Report on www.scotlandisland.org.au for the
official annual report, including all the detailed financial statements. 

All SIRA members are very welcome to join the SIRA committee or a subcommittee.
See scotlandisland.org.au/SIRA/sub-committees for information.  

Photos courtesy Shane O'Neill, CB Floyd and June Lahm. 


