Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of the Scotland Island Residents Association Incorporated – 8 April 2004

______________________________________________________________________________

Administration Comments

Clause 35 – Changes to the constitution may only be done by special resolution
Clause 30 – Special resolution requires not less than three quarters of eligible members attending the meeting to vote in favour and changes must be displayed for at least 21 days 

Clause 25 (1) – requires the display to be on each public wharf on the Island, at the commuter wharf and the Church Point public wharf.  The notice must include the proposed changes, the place, date and time of the meeting.
Clause 45 – Proposed alteration of the rules or statement of objects must be notified to the Minister administering Charitable Collections Act 1934.  This Act has been repealed and is replaced by the Charitable Fundraising Act 1991 and is administered by the NSW Department of Gaming & Racing.
______________________________________________________________________________
Proposed Changes are all Underlined
1.
Paragraph (a) of Objects Clause

To clarify the objective of the Association, the first Objects now reads  
“(a) to secure, manage and administer improvements in matters concerning welfare, facilities, comfort and convenience of residents of the District” 

2.
Rule 1 Interpretation 

Insert the following definition for the purposes of Rule 30

“Commission” means the Australian Securities & Investments Commission”

3.
Rule 3 (1) Application for Membership

To allow alteration of the membership form, relevant clause now reads 
“(1) 
An application of a person for membership of the association – 

(a) shall be made by the applicant in writing in the form set out in Appendix 1 to these rules as amended from time to time; and”
4.
Rule 7 (1) Register of Members

Delete reference to public officer to read

“The Association shall establish and maintain a register of members …….”
5.
Rule 8 (2) Fees, Subscriptions, Etc

To bring the Constitution into line with past practice for the membership year, the document is to change to reflect a July to june membership instead of a calendar one.  This coincides with the Association’s tax and other reporting requirements.  The rule now reads  
“The year to which the annual membership fee relates shall run from the first day of July to the thirtieth day of June, and annual membership fees shall be payable in advance by payment made on or before the thirtieth day of June in respect of the year thereafter commencing on the first day of July.”

6.
Rule 11A Life Time Members

This is a new clause which now reads

“11A. LIFE TIME MEMBERS
(1) 
A person may be appointed a life member of the association in recognition of their past service to the association and wider community. The committee of management by a majority vote at any of their meetings will consider and appoint no more than three life members in each membership year, granting them exemption from membership fees that would be otherwise payable.  The register of members is to reflect this membership category.

Such membership is to be acknowledged at the next general meeting of members by minute, but in event life members may also receive recognition in the association newsletter or at an appropriate function.  

Life member appointments should be by exception and not simply a reflection of their contribution as a serving committee member of the association.  Circumstances that would qualify include:
(a) past presidency of the association; or
(b) extensive community service where the contribution has resulted in the attainment of the objectives of the association.”
(2) 
Life time members retain their membership while ever they meet the membership qualification requirements under Rule 2 (a) and (b).

7.
Rule 36 Common Seal

Amend the rule to now read

“The common seal of the association shall be kept in the custody of the public officer or their nominee such as the treasurer.”

************

