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2010–2014 Delivery Program now 
on exhibition
At its meeting of Monday 3 May, Pittwater 
Council agreed to place on public exhibition the 
2010–2014 Delivery Program and Budget 
(formerly known as the Management Plan). The 
Delivery Program can be viewed at www.
pittwater.nsw.gov.au and at Council’s customer 
service centres and libraries at Avalon and 
Mona Vale. Submissions should be in writing 
addressed to the General Manager, PO Box 882 
Mona Vale, and received by 2 June 2010. 
Enquiries: 9970 1102.

Residents are invited to attend a public meeting 
to discuss the program and budget on 
Wednesday 12 May at Newport Community 
Centre, 11–13 The Boulevarde, Newport from 
6.30pm. RSVP and enquiries: 9970 1108.

Bushfire risk management
The bushfire risk management plan is on 
exhibition for public comment until Friday  
28 May; to view a copy visit www.pittwater.
nsw.gov.au or Council’s customer service 
centres and libraries at 1 Park Street, Mona Vale 
and 59a Old Barrenjoey Road, Avalon during 
business hours.

Great Mackerel Beach 
The draft Great Mackerel Beach floodplain risk 
management plan is on exhibition for public 
comment until Friday 2 July. The draft plan 
can be viewed at www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au and 
at Council’s customer service centres and 
libraries at Avalon and Mona Vale. Submissions 
should be in writing addressed to the General 
Manager, PO Box 882, Mona Vale, and received 
by Friday 2 July. 

A community meeting to explain the plan will  
be held with the SES and Rural Fire Service  
on Sunday 20 June 11am–1pm at the RFS 
fire shed, Great Mackerel Beach. Enquiries: 
9970 1208.

E-waste disposal dates in May
Pittwater Council will hold an e-waste collection 
at Mona Vale Beach car park on Saturday 22 
and Sunday 23 May from 9am to 4pm. Take 
advantage of this free collection to rid your 
home of unwanted e-waste, now banned from 
general household kerbside collections. 
Electronic waste includes TVs, computers, 
printers, scanners, DVD and VCR players, 
modems and gaming machines. Enquiries: 
9970 1196 or visit www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au

CEC celebrates Volunteer Week!
To mark Volunteer Week, the Coastal Environment 
Centre at North Narrabeen is offering fun  
and engaging volunteer opportunities between  
11 and 14 May. Come along and learn how to 
help our kids, the community and the environment 
while learning new skills. For full details visit 
www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/cec Bookings and 
enquiries: 1300 000 CEC (232).

Rotary Information night
Rotary Club of Pittwater is holding an information 
evening on Wednesday 12 May from 7pm to 
8.30pm. Learn about the contribution Rotary 
makes to our community.  To register phone 
Noela Elsworth 9999 3144 or Larraine Hall 
9997 6340.

Free seminar for small business
Pittwater and Warringah Councils will host a 
free seminar for small business on Tuesday  
1 June from 9.30am to 11.30am at The Master 
Builders Club, 18 Fisher Road, Dee Why. 
‘Creative Thinking: The Microbiz Edge for Profit 
and Productivity’ offers practical tips and inter-
active presentations on the power of creative 
thinking and innovation. For more information  
or to register visit www.smallbiz.nsw.gov.au/
microbizweek

Give broken toys new life!
Help the volunteers from the Peninsula Citizens 
Toy Repair Group in Ingleside to fix broken toys 
which are then given to worthy community and 
charity groups. Donate your unwanted or broken 
toys to the Council’s customer service centre at 
1 Park Street, Mona Vale. Enquiries: 9970 1111.

Mona Vale Community Cafe
Every Thursday evening from 7pm, Street Mission 
invites local residents to a free hot meal, dessert, 
tea/coffee or juice in a warm and friendly 
atmosphere. All welcome: families, singles, youth 
and pensioners. The Café is located at the 
Christian Life Centre, Mona Vale on the corner 
of Barrenjoey Road and Polo Avenue, Mona Vale. 
Enquiries: Alan Clarke 0425 272 648 or visit 
www.streetmission.com.au

Pittwater’s weekly blog!
General Manager Mark Ferguson is blogging 
each week on issues of concern and interest to 
Pittwater residents. You can join the discussion 
any time at www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/blogspot 
Comments are posted on the next available 
business day.

Artzpace 2011
Applications are now open for young and 
emerging artists to hire exhibition space during 
Artzpace in January 2011. Pittwater Council 
encourages applications from all artists in 
sculpture, painting, photography, ceramics and 
drawing. Applications are open until Friday 21 
May. Exhibition space is available from Friday 
7 January to Thursday 13 January 2011. 

Application packs for Artzpace 2011 are 
available at Council’s customer service centres 
or online at www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au Enquiries: 
Melinda Hewitt on 9970 1170 or Melanie 
Greblo, Artzpace Coordinator, on 0413 609 418 
or email melaniegreblo1@bigpond.com

Free Cycling Workshop for Seniors
Are you are a keen older cyclist and want to 
improve your cycling skills? Come to the Cycling 
Workshop at the Coastal Environment Centre  
on Thursday 20 May. The workshop will cover 
bike safety, bike handling, traffic awareness  
and basic bike maintenance. Bring your own 
bike and helmet or hire them for $30 per person. 
Lunch and refreshments supplied. Visit  
www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/all_events for full 
details; bookings essential on 9970 1196. 

What’s On
Aboriginal elder Max Dulumunmun shares 
his wisdom and beliefs in his book My People’s 
Dreaming on Monday 10 May from 7.15pm at 
Mona Vale Memorial Hall. This free event  
is hosted by the Aboriginal Support Group,  
no bookings required. For further information 
contact: Vanessa on 9970 5456 or visit  
http://www.asgmwp.net
Palm Beach Planting Day. Help preserve one 
of our best-known beaches on Saturday 15 May 
from 9am to 3pm. Tools and training provided 
as well as a BBQ lunch. Bring water and 
sunscreen, wear a hat, covered shoes and a 
long-sleeved shirt. Meet at the front of North 
Palm Beach Surf Life Saving Club. RSVPs 
essential: phone 9970 1367.
Warriewood Beach planting day. Come and 
help plant new dunes at Warriewood Beach on 
Sunday 16 May between 8am and 3pm. Tools, 
training, morning tea and lunch provided. Wear 
a hat, long sleeves and covered shoes and bring 
gloves and a drink. Meet at Warriewood Beach 
in front of the amenities block. Please RSVP to 
9970 1367.
Author Talk @ Coastal Environment Centre. 
From 6pm on Tuesday 25 May, Vietnam War 
veteran Don Tate discusses his book The War 
Within. This stunningly honest memoir captures 
slices of Australian life and suburbia in 
peacetime and war. The only known historical 
footage taken of the 4th and 9th battalions  
in Vietnam will also be shown. Admission $10 
per adult/concession $8. Bookings essential: 
9970 1600.

Council and Committee meetings
The next Council meeting incorporating the 
Governance Committee and the Planning an 
Integrated Built Environment Committee will 
be held on Monday 17 May from 6.30pm  
at Mona Vale Memorial Hall, Park Street, 
Mona Vale. Meeting agendas are available at 
www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au and at Council 
offices and libraries at Mona Vale and Avalon 
from Thursday morning before the meeting.
The Development Unit will meet again on 
Thursday 13 May from 9am in the 
conference room at 1 Park Street, Mona Vale. 
Agendas are available at www.pittwater.nsw.
gov.au under (‘D’) as well as Council offices 
on the Monday before the meeting.

I use my column today to call for the return of maternity services to 
Mona Vale Hospital. It is now 10 months since the maternity unit was 
‘temporarily’ moved to Manly Hospital to allow for removal of asbestos. 
Staff were told the Unit would be returned to Mona Vale in 8–12 months. 
The Health Minister has twice told Parliament in answer to questions 
that the unit will be returned. 

A very unsatisfactory meeting was held with Mr Frank Bazik from the 
hospital on 3 May in which he said over $500,000 was still needed to 
finish work at Mona Vale and if this became available, the Maternity Unit 
building would be ready for occupation in about 14 months, or May next 

year. In the meantime, despite the Minister’s promises, what happens in the future will depend 
on consultations with various interest groups.

At that meeting Mr Bazik refused to give a commitment that maternity would be returned to 
Mona Vale.

In the interim the combined midwifes from Mona Vale and Manly work in, to use their words,  
‘a very old and poorly maintained building, well away from the demographic centre of the area’. 
Women from Pittwater are forced to travel long distances and are being unnecessarily stressed. 

Over 1500 people have signed a petition asking for the return of midwives to Mona Vale. 
Meanwhile the Maternity Unit building will apparently be idle for the next 14 months. 
The whole situation is shameful. The Minister should intervene to ensure her commitment to our 
community is honoured. There is a very strong community feeling around this issue. At its 
meeting this week Pittwater Council approved a resolution ‘for the immediate completion of 
removal of asbestos from the Maternity Unit area at Mona Vale and return of the Maternity Unit 
to Mona Vale as soon as possible’.
Local politicians, interested community leaders and clinicians have met to organise a program of 
measures to promote the return of Maternity to Mona Vale. We must ensure our community has 
adequate health services and that includes a maternity unit at Mona Vale. 
To add your name to the petition to get maternity services back at Mona Vale Hospital visit  
www.gopetition.com.au/online/35447.html
Finally, I urge residents to have their say on Pittwater Council’s Delivery Program that is on 
exhibition for public comment until Tuesday 2 June. The program and budget will determine 
spending priorities over the next 12 months and beyond. Residents are also invited to attend a 
community meeting to discuss the program and budget on Wednesday 12 May at Newport 
Community Centre, 11–13 The Boulevarde, Newport from 6.30pm.

Mayor’s column Cr Harvey Rose


