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‘Diggers and Greeks provides the 
first major comprehensive study of 
Australians in Greece during the 
Second World War. Focusing on 
the relationships Australian 
soldiers formed with their Greek 
allies, this is a moving and 
powerful story which makes a 
significant and profound 
contribution to Australian war 
history. In bringing together a 
blend of cultural history and 
military history, this book provides 
new insights into the war 
experience of Australian soldiers in 
a highly readable and riveting 
account.’ – Professor Joy Damousi, 
Head of the School of Historical 
Studies, University of Melbourne.  
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Did you know? 

 

• 83 % of the Australian soldiers captured by the Italians and 
Germans came from the Greek and Crete campaigns?  

 
• That the Australians who fought on the Greek mainland were 

the only ‘Anzac Corp’ to fight in World War Two? 
 

• That the campaign in Greece is regarded as the ‘Second 
Gallipoli’, yet is rarely discussed and often ignored?  

 
• The Diggers who fought in Greece and Crete were never 

issued with a campaign medal? 
 

• The soldiers were forbidden for many years to wear the 
medal issued to them by the Greek government on Anzac 
Day?  

 
• The Aussies endured some of the worse aerial bombardment 

of World War Two, causing many to suffer from war neurosis 
or Post Traumatic Stress Disorder? 

 
• That Greece was rife with ‘fifth columnists’ or traitors who did 

not want to fight the Germans?  
 

• The relationship they developed with the Greek people 
during the war, saved over one thousand Australian lives? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
‘Most studies of the Greek 
campaign have tended to gloss 
over the contribution of the 
Greeks. Maria Hill’s book adds a 
completely new perspective to the 
campaign. She tells great stories of 
the interaction between Greek 
people and Australian soldiers.’ – 
Professor David Horner, Official 
Historian and Professor of 
Australian Defence History, 
Australian National University 
 
 

 
 
So why is there such a ‘silence’ on the subject? 
‘It has always annoyed me that we never got an Australian medal for 
Greece and Crete or a European medal, but the New Zealanders got 
it but for fighting in Italy, not for fighting in Greece‘ wrote Keith 
Hooper of the 2/6th Australian Infantry Battalion, ‘I always felt you 
don’t find much about Greece and Crete in many histories and I 
always felt that the British were a bit ashamed of that campaign.’ 
 
And was it any wonder, given the disaster of the Greek campaign 
where Australian troops were deployed on a suicidal mission or the 
debacle of Crete, a campaign that should have been won by the 
allies but instead resulted in the capture of most of the Australian 
forces at Rethymnon. 
 
 
 
Dr Maria Hill is a female military 
historian and the first Greek-Australian to 
write about the campaigns in Greece and 
Crete. She examines the Greek 
campaigns from a ‘relational’ point of view 
rather than the more conventional 
‘operational’ perspective. Her aim is to put 
human relations at the forefront of any 
discussions about these campaigns. For 
too long military campaigns have been 
viewed through the prism of military 
strategy, as if people’s emotions, 
temperament and behaviour has no 
bearing on what occurs in the battlefield and beyond.  
Currently Maria Hill is Visiting Fellow at the Australian Defence force 
Academy 
 
Visit Maria Hill at: 
 http://www.mariahill.com.au 
http://www.diggersandgreeks.com.au 
 
 

 
To request a review copy or to arrange an interview 
contact: 
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